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The re-launch of the ‘Thomas Dadford’ on the 24th. August 2010 following an 
extensive refurbishment programme – more photos inside. 

 



 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welsh Waterways Festival 2011 
Incorporating the IWA Trail Boat Festival 

27th – 30th May 2011 
Ynysarwed Farm 

                       on the Neath Canal 
 

Volunteers wanted! 



 
Thomas Dadford – Welcome Back! 

 
As most of you know, our trip boat, ‘Thomas Dadford’, was in need of a good 
refurbishment after 20 years of service on the Neath Canal.  After weeks of frustration the 
boat was finally completed by the middle of August and on Tuesday 17th. August 
arrangements were made to return the boat to Neath. 
 
Gareth and I arranged to meet the lorry at Starline Boats near Ledbury. We left Swansea at 
7 am and arrived at the boatyard at about 9.30 am.                              
 
What a sight met our eyes – the ‘Thomas Dadford’ in pristine condition!  Doyle’s lorry 
arrived at about 10 am and the boat was carefully loaded.   The lorry arrived at Bridge 
Street, Neath at about 2.15 pm. and  the Contractors who were painting the railway bridge 
removed fencing on the road bridge to allow the boat to be lowered into the canal.  At this 
stage there was no engine on the boat, so Trust members had to paddle and tow the boat 
the few hundred yards to the landing stage at B&Q and then to its mooring in the basin 
near the Castle.   
 
On the Thursday evening, Young’s Boat Yard delivered and fitted our new outboard 
engine in awful weather – torrential rain!  Gareth has refurbished the Sales Cabinet and in 
all Trust members have put in over 50 man hours over three days to get the boat back on 
the water.  
 
Everyone is very pleased with the work carried out – new windows ( the glass can be 
taken out and metal blanks put in when the boat is moored overnight )   The glass can be 
removed on fine days to provide a semi-open boat.   Additional windows have been fitted 
along the side to increase light inside the boat and to provide better views for the 
passengers.   The interior of the boat has been relined and the cupboard at the back of the 
boat has been removed, being replaced with a low level cupboard to store the window 
glass and metal blanks.   The boat has had a full re-paint outside. 
 
On Tuesday the 24th. of August the boat was officially re-launched and a film crew from 
the BBC was there to record the occasion.  An item appeared on the BBC Welsh News 
that evening.  The Evening Post photographer also turned up and photos appeared in the 
paper a few days later.  
 
Representatives of Neath Port Talbot Council, Neath Canal Navigation and Skewen 
Methodist Church  turned up to help re-launch the boat.   Public trips started later that 
week. 
 
Malcolm Smith. 
 
 
(Photographs on opposite page taken by Edwin Farrar.) 

 



  
 

‘Thomas Dadford’ arrives at Bridge Street, Neath on Tuesday 17th. August 2010 
 

 
 

Helping hands guide the boat over the side of the bridge and onto the canal. 
 

 
 

‘Thomas Dadford’ arrives at the mooring near B&Q, Neath. 



 
Trust News. 

Gaynor Corles.  
It was with great sadness that we heard recently of the death of one of our longest serving 
members, Gaynor Corles. Gaynor regularly attended work parties in the early years of the 
Trust and was an eager helper in the many social events which were held in the early days.  
Our sincere condolences  go to Richard and her family.  
 
New Book.  
One of our Life Members has just published a book.  David Coles has already published 
poetry but his latest work is slightly different and is entitled – ‘The Difficult Birth of the 
Driver & Vehicle Licensing Centre in Swansea.’                                                    
 
It is a 20 page booklet with B&W photos and outlines the early days of the DVLC in 
Swansea where David was Welfare Officer.  Copies cost £5 and can be obtained from the 
author (contact the Editor of the this Newsletter if interested)  The first print run was 
limited to 100 copies and all proceeds will go to the Civil Service Benevolent Fund.  
 
A.G.M. 
The Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 28th. July.  The Chairman presented 
his Annual Report, followed by the presentation of accounts.  Retiring members of the 
Council of Management were re-elected and it was noted that there are some vacant places 
on the C of M ( anyone interested, please contact the Hon. Sec.)  The evening concluded 
with an informal discussion about the Welsh Waterways Festival & Trail Boat Festival. 
 
Welsh Waterways Festival. 
A lot of work is already being done to organise this Festival in May 2011 and volunteers 
are urgently required to help in a variety of ways. Please contact Peter Ricketts on 01792 
360688 if you can help in any way.  
 
Tennant Canal Bridge. 
The Bridge which crossed the Tennant Canal at Red Jacket, near Jersey Marine is back 
after an absence of about six years.  The old bridge was removed by the Tennant Canal 
Company because it was unsafe and as a result, the public were unable to walk from 
Jersey Marine to Neath along the towpath.  Dyffryn Clydach Volunteers managed to 
acquire a redundant BP bridge and after a few modifications to the bridge and the parapets, 
the new bridge was installed.  This work was a joint effort between the Tennant Canal 
Company, Dyffryn Clydach Volunteers, Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council, 
Environment Wales (funded by the Welsh Assembly) and Keep Wales Tidy.  
 
Newsletters on Website. 
All issues of the Trust’s Newsletters over the past couple of years are now on the Trust’s 
website – and the photographs are in colour!  So, if you loose your Newsletter, just log on 
to – 

www.neath-tennant-canals.org.uk 



 
 

           Guests, mainly from Skewen Methodist Church, enjoy a trip on the Thomas  
           Dadford on re-launch day. 

 

 
 

Visitors admire the ‘Thomas Dadford’. 



 
Neath and Tennant Canals Trust. 

Council of Management 2010 – 2011. 
 

Chairman:    Peter Ricketts MBE  Tel:  01792 360688 
 

Vice-Chairman and Work Party Organiser:   Malcolm Smith  Tel: 01792 774991 
 

General Secretary:   Ian Milne   Tel: 01792 547902 
 

Company Secretary – Huw James. 
 

Treasurer:    Trevor Morgan. 
 

Membership Secretary:  Trevor Morgan. 
 

Social Secretary:  Vacant. 
 

Publicity Officer:  Vacant 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Ted Porter. 
 

Other Directors:   
 

                                           Edwin Farrar                  Jean Morgan 
Mike Jones. 
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Articles, letters, photographs etc. are always needed to keep your 
newsletters interesting. All contributions should be sent to the 
Editor:  
 

Ted Porter, 
35, Alexander Road, 
Rhyddings,  Neath, 

SA10 8EF 
 

Email:  edward.porter.eurfryn@ntlworld.com 
 

-  by the first week of the month of publication i.e. March, 
June, September and December. 


